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During the two last decades tens of thousands of our civilian compatriots have been 
killed or maimed by mine explosions. This tragedy has not ended yet. After all the un- 
remitting endeavours made by mine clearance organizations many Afghan families in 
various corners of the war-torn country mourn over their loved ones. 

We would try to occasionally publish some of these sorrowful events narrated by the 
ATC personnel who were witness at the scene so that people of the world get aware of 
the agonies of our people and take more firm steps in destruction of the existing mines 
in Afghanistan and the refugees return home with confidence. 



The story is narrated as such: 

"In the morning hours of 18 
October 1 995 the ATC mine 
clearance teams were en- 
gaged in clearing the pre- 
vious building of the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, located 
in the area of Jamal Meina 
near Kabul University. The 
armed conflicts in that area 
had recently ceased. Sud- 
denly we heard a raucous 
sound created by a mine ex- 
plosion at the back of the 
building. 

We all stood up and were 
astonished. The demining 
teams knew that any such 
mine explosion, without any 
alarming sign and previous 
announcement, meant an- 
other inauspicious phe- 
nomenon. 

My colleagues were not 
mistaken. Ahmad s/o Sayed 
Ahmad, a resident of Rok- 
ha. Pan j shir who after a halt 
in fighting had come to Ka- 



bul to see his house here had 
stopped on an AP mine 
when he entered the build- 
ing. He screamed. 
When the assigned deminers 



tunate enough that Naj- 
ibullah, medical nurse of the 
team, was available who 
gave First Aids to the vic- 
tim. That stopped bleeding 
and his life was saved. 




from ATC Mine Clearance 
Team # 22 arrived to the 
spot, they found that Ah- 
mad' s right leg was am- 
putated. Still he was for- 



Finally, Ahmad was referred 
by the ATC ambulance to 
the ICRC hospital in Karta- 
i- Sey, Kabul." 

Sent by:Jalandar ATC Team Leader 
Team No. 9. 
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During May of the current year the 
ATC mine and Battle Area Clear- 
ancc(BAC) teams discovered and de- 
stroyed a total of 1 19 Antitank (AT), 
1982 Antipersonnel (AP) mines and 
10401 items of unexploded ordnance 
(UXO). Because of these successful 
operations 479.301 sq m agricultural 
land. 64.1 15 sq m residential area, 
64937 sq m irrigation canals, 840 sq 
m road and l'55, 719 sq m grazing 
land was cleared of mines. 

These operations were carried out in 
the following areas: 



Kabul Province 



a) Kabul city: 

The BAC and mine clearance teams 
discovered and destroyed 652 AP 
mines and 5061 items of UXO in dif- 
ferent areas of Kabul city. The total 
area cleared in Kabul city during May 
amounts to 35215 sq m residential 
area. 64937 sq m irrigation canals, 
24195 sq m grazing land and 
1.528. 829 sq m battle area (BA). 

b) Bagrami district: 

Three Hundred sq m residential area 
and 14974 sq m agricultural land was 
cleared in Sahak village of this dis- 
trict. During clearance of the areas of 
mines 57 AP mines were discovered 
and destroyed. 

c) Shakardarah district: 

In Kochkeen and Qala-i-Murad Beig 
areas 2 AT. 104 AP mines and 1 126 
items of UXO were discovered and 
destroyed during clearance of 
92.987 sq m agricultural land and 



32800 sq m B.A. of mines and Un- 

* 

exploded Ordnance. 

d) Mir Bachakot district: 

Two AP mines and 1505 items of 
UXO were discovered and destroyed 
during clearance operations in 
884,639 sq m. BA in Deh Saqi and 
Khwaja Kayan. 

e) Kalakan district: 

In Moshwani-e-Ulya village 3389 
sq m agricultural land was cleared of 
3 AP mines and 85 items of UXO. 



Paktya Province 



a) Gardeiz : 

In Bahozai, Ebrahim Kheil and Dara- 
i-Moula villages 103,637 sq m ag- 
ricultural area was cleared after dis- 
covering and destroying 62 AP mines 
and five items of UXO. 

b) Jaji district: 

In Ali Kheil village 143 AP mines and 
seven items of UXO were discovered 
and destroyed while clearing 42,432 
sq m agricultural and 21,489 sq m 
grazing land in the area. 

c) Sayed Karam district: 

In Khano Killai, Cheeno, Rafiqan, Us- 
man Kheil villages and the centre of 
Sayed Karam 214,103 sq m ag- 
ricultural and 18,122 sq m grazing 
land was cleared of mines. During 
mine clearance operations in the area 
1 16 AT and 808 AP mines along with 
seven items of UXO were discovered 
and destroyed. 



d) Jaji Maidan district 

During mine clearance operations in 
Jabba village one AT and 12 AP 
mines along with five items of UXO 
were discovered and destroyed. Be- 
cause of mine clearance activities in 
the area 50,259 sq m grazing land was 
cleared of mines. 

e) Baak district: 

In Shamal Kheil village 8980 sq m 
grazing land was cleared of mines. 
During mine clearance operations in 
the area 2 AP mines and three items 
of UXO were discovered and de- 
stroyed. 



Paktika Province 



In Ghundai village, Urgoon district of 
the province 22 AP mines and four 
items of UXO were discovered and 
destroyed during clearance operations 
of 29,129 sq m grazing land. 



Nangarhar Province 



Khogyani district: 

In Argheech village 7779 sq m ag- 
ricultural land was cleared of mines 
and put at disposal of the local people 
for cultivation. 



Logar Province 



a) Pul-e-Alam : 

During this month 1994 items of 
UXO were located and destroyed by 
BAC teams. Because of these opera- 
tions, 293,400 sq m battle area was 
cleared of dreadful ammunitions. 
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Getting Rid Of Mines 



A Monthly Bulletin which Reflects The Mine Clearance Activities of 

Afghan Technical Consultants ( ATC ) 

UNITED NATIONS AND EUROPEAN UNION FUNDED 
MINE CLEARANCE ORGANIZATION 
IN 

AFGHANISTAN 
i_ " raiBHi 

Excellancy the Am- 
bassador o f the 
United States of 
America to Is- 
lamabad releases 
documents of the 
six Chevrolet am- 
bulances to Ke- 
fayatullah Eblagh 
Director ATC. 



These ambulances 
equipped with sur- 
gical tools, have 
been donated by 
the US Government 
to the Afghan dem- 
ining programme 
for evacuation of in- 
jured deminers. 
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